
 
 
Les Mark Sztandera, PhD is Tenured Full Professor of Computer Science in Thomas Jefferson 
University Kanbar College of Design, Engineering, and Commerce where he teaches data mining 
and predictive analytics at the undergraduate level (Bachelor’s), as well as competitive technical 
intelligence, new product development, machine learning, and enabling IT technologies at the 
postgraduate levels (Master’s and Doctoral). Academic Year 2022-23 is Prof. Sztandera’s 30th 
consecutive year in professorial appointment at Thomas Jefferson University in Philadelphia, PA. 

 
Prof. Sztandera earned a Certificate from University of Cambridge, UK, Master of Science in 
Electrical Engineering from University of Missouri, USA, and Doctor of Philosophy degree in 
Engineering Science from University of Toledo, Ohio, USA. He has held appointments in the US 
Fulbright Scholars program and was the Fulbright Distinguished Chair of Computer Science at the 
School of Business and Economics (ISEG) in Lisbon, Portugal where he taught Decision Support 
Systems and Data Mining courses in their Master’s and PhD programs. 

As a researcher, Prof. Sztandera’s interests include computational intelligence, machine learning, 
and predictive analytics. He has published extensively in the field of computational intelligence, 
and received grants as a principal investigator, senior investigator, and/or co-principal 
investigator totaling over 8 million US dollars from US Department of Defense, US Department 
of Commerce / National Textile Center, National Science Foundation (NSF), American Heart 
Association, State Supercomputer Centers, and private industry partners.   
 
As a practitioner, Prof. Sztandera has been involved in multidisciplinary projects associated with 
the emerging needs of industry to develop engineers, managers, and designers into more 
accomplished practitioners in the global product development processes. His latest 
book, Computational Intelligence in Business Analytics – Concepts, Methods, and Tools for Big 
Data Applications, addresses the application of enabling smart technologies to make better 
leadership decisions, and to improve organizational performance. His project courses address 
the complex and integrative requirements of practitioners. Prof. Sztandera participated in 40+ 



research / industry sponsored projects, majority of them as a Principal Investigator, Senior 
Investigator, or Co-Principal Investigator. 
 
Prof. Sztandera has chaired Thomas Jefferson University wide committees: Personnel 
Committee, Graduate Education Committee, Undergraduate Education Committee, as well as 
has served as a member of various School, College, and University committees. 
 
Fun Facts about Prof. Sztandera: 

Recipient of Provost’s Thomas Jefferson University Nexus Learning (Roydhouse) Award, 
2020 [in recognition of a faculty member who best embodies the Nexus Learning 
philosophy in teaching and/or in pedagogical research / scholarship / creative work]. 

Member of the Jefferson Population Science Strategic Planning Committee, 2018 [part of 
the leadership team on Governance, Infrastructure, and Innovation; as an enterprise 
effort based in the academic pillar, Jefferson Population Science will serve as the scientific 
arm that demonstrates improvement in the health of the diverse populations we serve, 
and will be a national leader in conducting empirical, innovative, integrated 
multidisciplinary research, providing rigorous training programs, and disseminating 
knowledge in order to improve health outcomes and reduce health disparities].   

Was instrumental [May 2018] in securing Jefferson hosting International Design Factory 
Global Network (DFGN) week scheduled for October 2019, where 24 global partners will 
come to Jefferson Center City campus. 

Initiated collaborations with Aalto University in Finland that eventually led to the 
establishment of Jefferson Nexus Design Factory in 2015, the first Design Factory in North 
America [with the opening of the new Design Factory, Jefferson joined an international 
partnership—the Design Factory Global Network (DFGN)—designed to foster innovation 
across cultures, continents and industries]. 

The only Jefferson faculty inducted into US Department of Commerce / National Textile 
Center Circle of Excellence, 2005 [for use of computational science to advance textile 
research]. 
 
The only Jefferson faculty to be awarded Fulbright Distinguished Chair, 2003 [Fulbright 
Distinguished Chair in Computer Science, School of Business and Economics, Technical 
University of Lisbon, Portugal; Fulbright Distinguished Chair Award is the most prestigious 
appointment in the Fulbright Scholar Program. Candidates should be eminent academic 
leaders and scholars, and have a significant publication and teaching record]. 



Inclusion in the Encyclopedia of Computer Science, 1999 Edition [for proposing, designing, 
and implementing fuzzy neural trees, and outstanding contributions to the computational 
science field of fuzzy sets and systems]. 
 
Prof. Sztandera has travelled extensively visiting 72 (seventy two) countries on 6 (six) 
continents [will visit the 7th continent Antarctica, the southernmost, virtually uninhabited 
continent and site of the South Pole, provided the ice is thick enough to land a plane 
there]. 


