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DATABASE OVERIEW
Taiwan National Health Insurance Database
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Data Profiles

Population

11.52M

Period

Category

Since 1995
to

Over 
70,000,000,000

Current

Diagnoses & 
Treatment

CT & 
MRI

Payment & 
Reimbursement

11.79M



DATA USES
Primary and Secondary Uses
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Data Primary and Secondary Uses

Health Admin. Academic Commercial 



Academic Uses without Consents



Commercial Uses with Consent



LEGAL DISPUTES
NGO (Taiwan Association for Human Rights)  v. Health 
Authority ( National Health Insurance Administration) 
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Request to opt-out



NGO VS. Health Authority
Plaintiff Defendants

• Any data use other than 
insurance management is 
beyond original purpose.

1

• People have constitutional 
right to their personal 
information (opt-out).

2

• De-identification does not 
mean no invasion of 
information privacy. 

3

• Information privacy rights 
are no higher than other 
rights or interests.

1

• Research in the public 
interest is a legal exception 
for data use.

2

• All data are de-identified so 
there is no privacy invasion.  
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Constitutional Court 
Ruling

111-Hsien-Pan-Tzi No.13 Judgment (2022)

04





THE ISSUES AND HOLDINGS TABLE
Unconstitutional? Court Holdings Petit. Resp. 

Article 6 of 
PDPA

No. The Current Law is Constitutional 

No 
independent 
supervisory 
mechanism  

Yes. Shall amend it within 3 years 

Current NHID 
Data Use 
Practice

Yes. Shall amend it within 3 years 

No Opt-out

Yes. Shall amend it within 3 years. 
Otherwise, people can enforce the 

right directly.  



Implications
05

Further development after the verdict



Data Protection VS. Data Uses

Protections

Utilizations



CONCLUSION
Data Ownership or Secondary Use Discussion

06



— Clive Humby

“Data is the new oil.”



CONCLUSIONS
● Taiwan’s NHID provides a case for 

health database governance 
● EU GDPR has been cited as a model 
● Comparative models are carefully 

under studying
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