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I COVID-19 initially was characterised by unknown pathogenicity, transmission, and
treatment thus requiring a variety of non-pharmaceutical interventions.
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These non-pharmaceutical interventions required adopting a wide range of digital
technologies and integrating them into policy and health care (Whitelaw et al. 2020)
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Tabile: Digital technology initiatives used in pandemic preparedness and response




DELIVERING HEALTHCARE AGAINST THE BACKDROP OF SOCIAL DISTANCING
INTRODUCES SIGNIFICANT LOGISTICAL CHALLENGES



Contact tracing and vaccination only work where there is high uptakes by the

population

Contact tracing works by
notifying everyone in close
contact. It may also be
possible to send notifications
to indirect contacts
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I Clinical management in social distancing requires adoption and use of telemedicine by
health professionals and end users.
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Use of medical data exchange, 2018 (% of general practitioners)
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Going in to COVID-19, more than 60% of GPs did not use electronic networks to
exchange medical data with other healthcare providers and professionals, and 50% of
GPs did not use e-prescriptions to transfer prescriptions to pharmacists.



At a time of uncertainty, the Internet is rife with misinformation and disinformation.
Rather than helping, the power of the Internet is being used to fuel vaccine hesitancy.
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Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) advice for the public: Mythbusters

5 May 2021

How to report misinformation

¢ Coronavirus disease (COVID-19)

¢ Advice for the public

Mythbusters * 5G Mobile networks o « Older people, younger people
_ « Alcohol » Hotand humid climates « Pneumonia vaccines

« Hot baths

« Antibiotics « Recovery

When and how to use masks « Bleach = Hot peppers + Reduce risk of infection
« Cold weather, snow + Houseflies « Saline
« Dexamethasone * Hydroxychloroquine « Shoes

+ Masks, CO2 intoxication

Videos « Drugs ) « Sunny and hot weather
« Garlic * Masks, exercise « Supplements
« Hand dryers * Medicines « Swimming

Advocacy « Holding your breath * Methanol, ethanol « Thermal scanners

« Misinformation
« Mosquitoes

« Ultra-violet (UV) lamps
« Viruses, bacteria, antibiotics

FACT: Hand sanitizers can be used often

An alcohol-based sanitizer does not create antibiotic resistance. Unlike other antiseptics and antibiotics, pathogens (harmful germs) do
not seem to develop resistance to alcohol-based sanitizers.



E-health and health surveillance requires understanding barriers to
technology adoption and use and removing these barriers where

possible

‘ Privacy
‘ Technology Anxiety

Culture

Digital Access

Digital Competence

Denial



I Global problems need global perspectives, knowledge sharing, and collaboration

14-day COVID-19 case notification rate per 100 000, 2021-w26 to 2021-w27
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