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ñ[é] since words are only names for things, it

would be more convenient for all men to carry

about them such things as were necessary to

express the particular business they are to

discourse onò

Gulliverõs Travels by Jonathan Swift

ñGavagaiò in ñWord & Objectò, Quine
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Communication & Meaning

orange

Meaning depends on:

- the intention of the speakers

- knowledge about the world
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term

A word or phrase used to describe a thing or to 
express a concept, especially in a particular kind 
of language or branch of study.
Oxford Dictionary

A term is a word or expression with a specific meaning, especially 
one which is used in relation to a particular subject. Collins

verbal designation of a general concept
in a specific subject field. 
ISO 1087-1

What is a term?
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ṉIt is a word

ṉIt is a lexical unit

microscope ˃ʽˁˊˇˋˁˈˉʽˇ

electron microscope

ṉBut not any lexical unit

ṉA lexical unit which designates 

a specialized knowledge

ṉIs any lexical unit designating 

a specialized knowledge a term?

What is a term?
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The terminology of a subject is the set of special words and
expressionsusedin connectionwith it.

Collins

Thebody of terms usedwith a particular technicalapplicationin a subjectof
study,profession,etc.

Oxford

specialwordsor expressionsusedin relationto a particularsubjector activity
Cambridge

Terminology
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- άǎŎƛŜƴŎŜstudying the structure, formation, development, usage and 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘŜǊƳƛƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ŦƛŜƭŘǎέ ώL{h млут-1]

- άset of designations ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜέ ώL{h млут-1]

a term is aάǾŜǊōŀƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ of a general concept 
ƛƴ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ŦƛŜƭŘέ ώL{h млут-1]

Terminology
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Terminologywork is multidisciplinaryanddrawssupport from a number
of disciplines(e.g. logic, epistemology, philosophyof science, linguistics,
translation studies, information scienceand cognitive sciences) in its
study of conceptsand their representationsin special languageand
general language. It combines elements from many theoretical
approachesthat deal with the description, ordering and transfer of
knowledge.

Terminology
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The terminology work dealt with in this International Standardis
concernedwith terminologyusedfor unambiguouscommunicationin
natural, humanlanguage. Thegoalof terminologywork asdescribed
in this International Standard is, thus, a clarification and
standardization of concepts and terminology for communication
between humans. Terminology work may be used as input for
information modelling and data modelling, but this International
Standarddoesnot coverthe relationwith thesefields.

Terminology
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What is the meaning of a term?

ΨMustŀ ƴŀƳŜ ƳŜŀƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΚΩ 
Alice asked 

ά¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ-Ǝƭŀǎǎέ 
Lewis Carroll


