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n¢ ] since words are only names for things, it
would be more convenient for all men to carry
about them such things as were necessary to
express the particular business they are to
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Communication & Meaning

Meaning depends on:

- the intention of the speakers

- knowledge about the world
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What is a term?

term

A term is a word or expression with a specific meaning, especially
one which is used in relation to a particular subjeallins

A word or phrase used to describe a thing or to
express a concept, especially in a particular kind
of language or branch of study.

Oxford Dictionary

verbal designationof ageneral concept
In a specific subject field.
ISO 10871

© Christophe Roche i roche@univ-Savoie.fr



What Iis a term?

n Itis aword microscope >0

n Itis alexical unit electron microscope

n But not any lexical unit

n A lexical unit which designates
a specialized knowledge

n Is any lexical unit designating
a specialized knowledge aterm?
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Terminology

The terminology of a subject is the set of special words and
expressionsisedin connectionwith it.
Collins

Thebody of terms usedwith a particular technicalapplicationin a subjectof
study,professiongtc.
Oxford

specialwordsor expressionsisedin relationto a particularsubjector activity
Cambridge
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Terminologywork is multidisciplinaryand drawssupportfrom a number
of disciplineg(e.g. logig epistemologyphilosophyof science linquistics
translation studies information scienceand cognitive sciences$ in Its
study of conceptsand their representationsin speciallanguageand
general language It combines elements from many theoretical
approachesthat deal with the description, ordering and transfer of
knowledge
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Terminology P
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The terminology work dealt with in this International Standardis
concernedwith terminologyusedfor unambiguousommunicationin
natural, humanlanguage Thegoalof terminologywork asdescribed
iIn this International Standard is, thus, a clarification and
standardization of concepts and terminology for communication
between humans Terminology work may be used as input for
information modelling and data modelling, but this International
Standarddoesnot coverthe relation with thesefields.
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Whatisthe meaning of aterm?
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