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The company law at EU level has lost its strength in the last decade. When the European Commission
started its work in 2001 the outlook of the EU company law was rather bleak. The European Commission
started to harmonize key areas of the company laws of Member states on the basis of the freedom of
establishment. Since the company laws are primarily incorporated into the corpus of national law considering
the relationship between European and national company laws, it is important to bear in mind several factors,
since national law is not just regulations but also jurisprudence and doctrine. Taking into account that the
company laws is a dynamic category, there is a need for continuous approximation and harmonization of the
national company laws in order to achieve market freedoms, in particular the freedom of establishment and the
movement of capital on the internal market of the EU. With the aim of preservation of continuous development
of the EU internal market there is a permanent need to regulate the company laws at the supranational level of
the EU. The approximation and harmonization of the national company laws is extremely demanding as well as
the enhancement of European company law as it should facilitate the freedom of establishment and create
confidence in cross-border business in terms of protecting shareholders, employees, creditors and other
stakeholders.
At the present time, the European Union company law is considered to be a domain in which numerous
obligations and liabilities for the companies are introduced. Some of these obligations are considered to be too
comprehensive or out-of-date. Therefore, they are continuously being analysed in the European Union with the
intention to reduce, whenever possible, an administrative burden set on the companies and corporations. In
addition, considering the increased cross-border activity of the corporations, it is essential to ensure as much
corporate data availability as possible with the help of modern means of communication. In this respect, a
number of regulatory activities are the result of such conduct. The digitalisation has influence in all areas. The
company law within EU is not exemption. When referring to company law the digitalisation is applicable in
different processes. This includes the process by which the company is formed, the obligation to register and
publish certain information in order to make them transparent and it also include certain corporate governance
aspects such as the way in which companies and their shareholders communicate with each other. The EU has

already taken some steps to make use of digitalisation in company law and many member states have already
taken some steps to facilitate the use of electronic communications between companies and shareholders. The
result of the difference of approach to digitalisation is that companies in the EU are not always able to take the
benefits of digitalisation.
The process of harmonization and approximation of European company law is mainly achieved by the
directives. This regulatory framework enables Member States to regulate specific issues differently bearing in
mind that the goals of the directive should be implemented. This way of implementation opens the door to the
regulatory competition and further development of the European company law. The challenge for the EU is to
find out for what subjects of company law and under what circumstances competition between company law
systems may be more beneficial than harmonization and vice versa, since the harmonization is no longer the
sole option for the EU, especially bearing in mind the possibilities opened by digitalisation.
Topics include, but not limited to:
1. Data protection and efficient cross-border operations
2. Digitalization of the companies’ boards
3. Digital business register – new possibilities for simplification of the business across the EU
4. Digitalisation in communication via company and stakeholders
5. Transfer of the company seat, worker rights and contractual relations
6. Shareholders activism and other parties with a particular interest in companies
7. New regulatory framework for more efficient and competitive companies on EU internal market
8. EU rules on accounting and reporting complementing European company law framework
9. Future development of supranational companies in EU
10. The corporate governance in EU companies
11. Socioeconomic impact on company law and corporate governance in Digital Era
12. “Say on pay”
13. Gender diversity
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